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Portunus pulchricristatus (Gordon, 1931) is a rare species, to date we have obtained 
only three specimens, two males and a berried female which can be easily identified 
· with the help of' existing descriptions and illustrations. Brief account of the Pakistan 
material is given below. . 
One male specimen (measuring 11.0 mm in carapace length) has been deposited in 
the National Museum of Natural History, Leiden (Reg.No.D.42393) the other two 
specimens housed in the Marine Reference Collection and Resource Centre (MRCC 
Cat. No.BRAC.491). The abbreviations used are cl. for carapace length and cb. for 
carapace breadth. 
Portunus pulchricristatus (Gordon, 1931) 
(Figs.1,2) 
Neptunus (Hellenus) pulchricristatus Gordon, 1931: 534, figs. 8,10a; Chopra, 1935: 479, 
fig.SA-C. 
Portunus pulchricristatus Stephenson & Rees, 1967:35; Davie, 1987: 227, fig.1. 
MATERIAL AND MEASUREMENTS: 
29-03-1992, Karachi Fish Harbour, 2 males, cl.10.5-11.0 mm, cb.26.0 mm; 1 berried 
female, cl.10.0 mm, cb.26.0 mm. 
DESCRIPTIVE REMARKS: 
Portunus pulchricristatus (Gordon, 1931) is a small sized portunid. The carapace 
(Fig.l) is convex dorsally. The length breadth ratio varies from 2.3 to 2.6 being more 
than mentioned for the specimens from the Persian Gulf (Chopra 1935: 481) as well 
as the recently recorded specimens from northern Australia (Davie 1987:227). The 
female in our material has the same maximum ratio (2.6) as mentioned for the Indian 
material (Chopra, 1935: 479). The anterolateral margins are each with eight denti-
form lobes. The posterolateral angles are distinctly spinose. The eyes have a reddish 
tinge as mentioned for the Persian Gulf specimens (Chopra, 1935: 481). 
The crests on the second and third abdominal terga (Fig.2A) are beaded. Scattered 
granules are present on the first tergum laterally. The third maxilliped (Fig.2B) is 
normal. 
The palm of the cheliped has only one spine, as described by Chopra (193~:480). 
The first male gonopod (Fig.2C,C') is as described and illustrated by Gordon 
(1931), Chopra (1935) and Stephenson & Rees (1967). The tip is sharply bent, 
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Fig.1. Portunus pulchricristatus (Gordon, 1931) male, cl.10.5mm. 
B 
D 
Fig. 2. Portunus pulchricristatus (Gordon, 1931) male, cl.10.5mm. A. abdomen, B. 
third left maxilliped, C. first male gonopod, C' tip of the same further 
enlarged, D. second male gonopod, D' tip of the same further enlarged. 
NOTES AND NEWS 71 
narrow and pointed. It is armed with fme spinules, and with a distal opening. The 
second male gonopod (Fig.2D,D') is slender, bilobed distally. . 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Indo-Pacific. Muscat, Madras, Andamans, Burma, Malaysian area, Philippines, 
China, north Queensland (Davie 1987: 227) and now from Pakistan (northern Arabi-
an Sea). 
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